
The Tale of a Shoe, My Father, and the Night Stalker

Aaron Saidman, the EP of Netflix’s “Night Stalker: The Hunt for a Serial Killer,” writes about his eye-opening
personal connection to serial killer Richard Ramirez’s case.
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arch 5, 2018, was a predictably busy Monday at The
Intellectual Property Corporation, the production company I
co-founded and where I serve as president. I had seven
meetings that day, but the one that caught my eye was a 4:30
p.m. sit-down noted in my calendar as “Night Stalker

Homicide Detectives + Tiller.” Tiller is director Tiller Russell, with whom my
producing partner and I have been working for a decade now, beginning
with the documentary feature The Seven Five. That afternoon, Tiller walked
into our offices with legendary Los Angeles homicide detectives Frank
Salerno and Gil Carrillo, who told us the harrowing tale of their pursuit of
the serial murderer known as the Night Stalker. I hung on their every word.
But when they got to the part of the story about how a shoe print from a
slightly obscure brand called Avia became the most significant piece of
evidence in the entire case, I was stunned. For me, this revelation seemed
almost inconceivable. Almost too coincidental. The world is small, but it
cannot possibly be that small. Could it?

Avia was an upstart athletic shoe company in the 1980s. And they had very
distinct shoe soles; so distinct, in fact, that a patent attorney had secured
design patents for them so they would be protected against other brands that
may want to copy their designs. These Avia shoe soles were called “cantilever
soles.” This same patent attorney had obtained a design patent on the very
sole of the shoe that the detectives were now describing to me as the pivotal
clue that linked the Night Stalker’s murders to each other. As it so happens,
this patent attorney is my father, Perry Saidman.

As serial murderers go, Richard Ramirez, AKA the Night Stalker, was
particularly frightening. That’s quite a distinction within the gruesome and
horrifically evil canon of serial killers. But this is due to Ramirez’s seeming
lack of a modus operandi. He killed the young and the old, men and women,
sometimes raping the women, sometimes not. He abducted and molested
children but did not typically kill them. He used a wide variety of weapons.
He shot people, but sometimes stabbed them to death. In certain instances,
he used a tire iron, or a hammer, or a machete. Sometimes he beat his
victims with his bare hands. The apparent randomness of his violence made
him all the more terrifying. It also made him very hard to catch. Initially, it
was simply hard to connect his murders together and to prove that they were
being committed by the same individual.

Gil Carrillo was a rookie homicide detective when the Night Stalker case
landed in his lap. In fact, he was the youngest homicide detective on the
force. And yet, it was Carrillo who developed the controversial theory that
these murders and assaults were being committed by the same man. For a
while, not many took him seriously. But when the distinctive Avia shoe print
started showing up at various crime scenes, there was finally an actual, bona
fide, tangible clue that made it clear these crimes were part of a series and
were the work of a single person. Carrillo’s theory was vindicated. And the
hunt for the Night Stalker was on.

Throughout our limited documentary series Night Stalker: The Hunt for a
Serial Killer, that Avia shoe print pops up time and time again, coming as
close to a supporting character in the story as an inanimate object can. The
print was at the scene of the murders of Maxine and Vincent Zazzara. It was
found in the flower beds outside Lorraine and John Rodriguez’s home.
When Mabel Bell was murdered, there was an alarm clock found on the
floor, and on that alarm clock was part of that same shoe print. When Max
and Lela Kneiding were murdered, there was a perfectly intact Avia shoe
print on the porch and on the step up into the living room. When Joyce
Nelson was murdered, Ramirez leaves this same shoe print on her face after
what was clearly a brutal and vicious attack. At least eight murders were
connected by these shoe prints and tie the crimes to the same killer. And this
shoe print even made an appearance in the case of an abducted child, which
helped link a string of child abductions together with the murders. In an era
of pre-DNA crime solving, one cannot underestimate the significance of this
one, and very distinct, Avia shoe print. As Detective Salerno notes in our
documentary, “That Avia was a very uncommon shoe.”

The Avia shoe print was such a valued piece of evidence in the Night Stalker
case that when local L.A. reporters got wind of its existence, the detectives
had to broker a deal with them to prevent its reporting on the nightly news.
Tragically, the shoe print evidence was ultimately revealed to the public by
then mayor of San Francisco Diane Feinstein, to the great shock and anger of
Detectives Carrillo and Salerno.

Of course, as a 10-year-old child in 1985, I had no idea any of this was going
on. But I was fully aware of how important my father’s representation of
Avia was throughout my childhood. I remember my dad bringing home
samples of Avia’s latest designs. And I remember learning how rare design
patents were back then. Most patents were utility patents that protect
functional features, as opposed to design patents that protect appearance
features. My father helped pave the way for brands to protect themselves
based on how their designs looked. He worked closely with Avia’s creator,
Jerry Stubblefield, a name I often heard as a young boy growing up.

Carrillo and Salerno found themselves working with Stubblefield, too. With
Stubblefield’s help, they were able to determine the exact model of Avia shoe
the killer was wearing. The detectives knew from surviving witness
testimony that the shoes were the color black. And they knew from the
evidence at various crime scenes that it was a size eleven and a half. They
learned from Stubblefield that 1,356 pairs of the model in question had
shipped from Taiwan for distribution in the United States. Of these, there
were only six black pairs in a size eleven and a half. Five of those six pairs
were shipped to Arizona. Astonishingly, only one single pair was sent to Los
Angeles, and that was the pair Ramirez wore. It’s unlikely Ramirez realized
he was wearing shoes with an incredibly distinct and rare sole design. If he
had, perhaps he would have chosen more generic footwear.

But the Avia designs did not remain rare for long. Competitor LA Gear later
copied the designs of another Avia shoe sole, and when they refused to back
down or pay damages, my father sued LA Gear for design patent
infringement, in federal court, on behalf of his client. It’s worth noting that
patent attorneys rarely end up in court. But this case did. And my dad and
Avia won. It was a landmark victory for the advancement of design patents
as legitimate protection against would-be copycats. And it was a career-
making case for my father.

Three years ago this month, I sat in our offices listening to the detectives tell
the story of how they tracked down and helped bring the Night Stalker to
justice in the mid-1980s. And the warm feelings of my dad’s professional
achievements from that era came flooding back. In an instant. Thirty-some
years later, his son would, in a wholly unexpected way, continue to tell the
story.

Night Stalker: The Hunt for a Serial Killer can currently be streamed on
Netflix. The limited documentary series is directed by Tiller Russell, and
executive produced by Tiller Russell, Tim Walsh, and Aaron Saidman & Eli
Holzman of Industrial Media’s The Intellectual Property Corporation (IPC).
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Astonishingly, only one single pair was sent to Los
Angeles, and that was the pair Ramirez wore.
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Ginni Thomas’ Election Fraud Guru Claims He Arrested Pope
Ginni Thomas name-checked Steve Pieczenik, a little-known conspiracy theorist, in texts to then-White House chief of staff Mark
Meadows about overturning the 2020 election.
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As Ginni Thomas, a prominent conservative activist and the wife of Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas, made the case to overturn the election to a top
adviser to former President Donald Trump in the days after the 2020 election, she
cited several conspiracy theories popular with the president’s most deluded
supporters

In her messages, published Thursday by CBS News and the Washington Post,
Thomas urged then-White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows to look into the
claims of Steve Pieczenik, a little-known conspiracy theorist whose ideas are often
too crazy for even Alex Jones.

Thomas appeared to have wholly embraced Pieczenik’s off-the-wall claims in her
texts, including the idea that Trump’s election defeat was really a ruse meant to
entrap Democratic voter fraudsters.

“If you believe what Steve Pieczenik has to say, you have completely lost all touch
with reality,” said Jordan Holmes, a comedian who follows InfoWars and its
guests, including Pieczenik, on his Knowledge Fight podcast.

Thomas and Pieczenik didn’t respond to requests for comment.

Pieczenik has a history of lying and often claims to have worked throughout the
national security bureaucracy—including in classified positions, all of which
makes it difficult to discern what’s true about his identity. He emerged in the
media in the late 1980s as an expert on the psychology of hostage-taking. In the
1990s, Pieczenik launched a series of novels with national-security thriller author
Tom Clancy.

Whatever grip Pieczenik had on reality began to slip decades ago, when he began
to appear on InfoWars. Pieczenik became known for claiming that a tragic event,
often a mass shooting, was in fact a false flag event or even faked entirely. He’s
argued that the 9/11 attacks, the Sandy Hook shooting, and Pearl Harbor were all
false flags. Among other claims, Pieczenik insists he once arrested Pope Francis.

His stories were so wild they even became too much for Jones. After he claimed
the 2017 Las Vegas mass shooting that killed 60 people was fake, for example,
Jones appeared to temporarily block him from appearing on the outlet. All that
has given him a reputation as a loose cannon even by the already outré standards
of the InfoWars green room.

“Pieczenik goes on to hit the ball out of the fences every single time, which means
he goes too far sometimes,” Holmes said. “And when that happens, he winds up
getting put on the backburner for a little while.”

While Jones distanced himself from Pieczenik after the Las Vegas shooting claims,
Pieczenik reemerged a few years later as a “vector” to push QAnon claims on
InfoWars, according to Holmes. He also became a key figure on the show in the
2020 election, ready to pump out the kind of crazed optimism for Trump
supporters that Ginni Thomas later repeated to Trump’s chief of staff. Two days
after the election, Thomas texted Meadows video of a Pieczenik appearance on
InfoWars’ “War Room” show.

While the YouTube video she sent Meadows has been deleted, other copies posted
on far-right YouTube alternatives reveal that the video was about Pieczenik’s
claim that the election was a ruse meant to catch Democrats. In the video, a
Hawaiian shirt-clad Pieczenik tells InfoWars host and future Jan. 6 indictee Owen
Shroyer about how secret watermarks on the ballots would be used to find fake
ballots and arrest leading liberals.

Pieczenik predicted the arrests would begin within days.

“You’re seeing a sophisticated sting operation that was initiated by Trump,”
Pieczenik said. “I’m just a lowly peasant in this game.”

Thomas appears to have found solace in Pieczenik’s claim that Trump hadn’t
really lost the election.

“I hope this is true; never heard anything like this before, or even a hint of it,”
Thomas wrote to Meadows. “Possible???”

Thomas embraced other Pieczenik claims, telling Meadows that military “white
hats”—a QAnon term for pro-Trump forces in the federal government—had been
deployed to key states.

It’s not clear how Thomas first encountered Pieczenik’s work. But her praise for
his obviously ludicrous claims demonstrate the power that conspiracy theories
had on Trump’s inner circle.

“It’s so funny how crazy this guy is,” Holmes said. “But at the same time he’s been
around pulling these weirdo [psychological operations] for the past 50 years, and
it does seem like he’s had a pretty big effect on people.”

Alex Jones Could Face Arrest After Defying Court
Order—Again

Will Sommer
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As Russia’s war against Ukraine enters its second month, the grim picture of
destruction and suffering is breaking through on state-controlled television.
Before the invasion, military experts predicted a rapid takeover of Russia’s
peaceful neighbor in a matter of minutes. Now that the reality is starting to set in,
they’re grimly surmising that it will take several decades to subdue freedom-loving
Ukraine.

State TV’s talking heads have tried in vain to paint a rosy picture of the Kremlin’s
invasion, but the cracks are starting to show. On Thursday, with screens depicting
dramatic images of demolished Mariupol flashing behind them, hosts of the state
television show 60 Minutes, Olga Skabeeva and Evgeny Popov, tried to point out
the “positives.” They noted that Russia promised to pay compensation to some
Ukrainians from the “affected” territories—10,000 rubles each, amounting to a
mere $100 dollars.
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To make matters worse, Ukrainians forcefully deported to Russia might end up in
places like the Russian island of Sakhalin in the Pacific, with freezing cold
temperatures and stark landscapes. After discussing news reports about ongoing
relocations, Evgeny Popov helpfully pointed out: “But in Sakhalin, the salaries are
the highest in the country!”

The chorus of concerned voices in Russian state media blamed their country’s
information war failures on the fact that the Kremlin’s propaganda channels have
been banished in Ukraine. State TV pundit Nikolai Starikov proposed: “When we
talk about the organizers of the info-war, I’m convinced that their place is on the
same bench where Nazi criminals will be tried.” The hosts, who for years agitated
for war against Ukraine under false pretenses, nervously looked on without
commenting.

State Duma Deputy Gen. Vladimir Shamanov—who is the former commander of
the Russian Airborne Troops—accused the President of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelensky of being a “war criminal” for not surrendering to Russia. Shamanov
argued: “He has the right to say, “Stop this war,” lay down the arms and save all
the people.” This bizarre upside-down narrative is meant to hide the fact that
Russian President Vladimir Putin, seen by the civilized world as a war criminal, is
solely responsible for starting and continuing his unprovoked invasion of a
neighboring country.

Political analyst Vitaly Tretyakov concluded: “The situation is serious... We have
to admit that there was no psychological breakthrough in our operation, where the
opposing side would lose their will to resist... The resistance from the Ukrainian
side is neither stopping nor weakening.” Tretyakov pointed out that despite the
Russian media’s attempted depictions of Zelensky as a drug addict, he is being
perceived by the West as a leader of a country that has been attacked. He also
questioned the wisdom of “liberating” Ukrainians who don’t seem to want to be
“liberated” and vehemently hate seeing the Russian troops on their territory.
Tretyakov noted the unwavering determination of Western leaders to “squeeze”
the Russian economy by imposing punishing sanctions.

Host Olga Skabeeva was visibly rattled by the depressing realities brought to the
forefront by Tretyakov’s comments. She sniped, “So you sprinkled the ashes all
over your head, but what do we do now? What’s our plan? Everything is bad,
nothing is working out?” Skabeeva angrily questioned whether Tretyakov had
anything to offer aside from criticism. After he pointed out that societies tend to
get tired of any military campaigns rather quickly, Skabeeva argued, “If you’re
tired, that doesn't mean that everyone else is tired.” Visibly angered, she
repeatedly shouted at Tretyakov, questioning his support for the Russian military
and telling the pundit that his commentary “has a smell of something untoward.”

If Skabeeva was counting on other pundits to lighten the mood in the studio, she
was sorely mistaken. Military experts proceeded to hammer additional nails into
the coffin of popular delusions about the anticipated outcome of Putin’s war
against Ukraine. On Thursday, military expert Igor Korotchenko called for any
protests to be stopped by military force and any vocal opponents of the Russian
armed forces to be “interned.” Korotchenko called for all Ukrainian flags and
symbols to be destroyed, replaced by Russian and Soviet flags. He also demanded
that Ukrainians who fled to NATO countries be denied the possibility of returning
to their country.

In January, experts on the same show estimated that Russia could overtake the
entire neighboring country in a matter of 11 minutes. Their current predictions
have shifted from minutes to decades for the Russian armed forces to achieve
Putin’s goals in his senseless war against Ukraine.

Korotchenko surmised, “It’s obvious that the process of denazification of Ukraine
will take the minimum of 15-20 years.” He predicted that the Russian troops
would have to remain on Ukrainian territory, with the Russian military in charge
of the entire country for the foreseeable future: “Whether this will take 15, 20
years or more, time will tell.”

General Shamanov was even more pessimistic, as he grimly anticipated that it
would take the “re-education” of at least two generations of Ukrainians before
they would welcome or tolerate Russia’s dominance. He also noted that Russia’s
one-million-man armed forces aren’t enough to meet such a challenge, calling for
massive increases to the country’s military might. Shamalov concluded: “Today, it
can be clearly predicted that we will have to remain in Ukraine for 30-40 years.”

“What do we do now? What’s our plan? Everything is bad,
nothing is working out?”

Russian Troops Are Now Turning on Each Other

Allison Quinn

MADHOUSE

“It can be clearly predicted that we will have to remain in
Ukraine for 30-40 years.”
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Why Is the Manhattan DA Returning Evidence in Trump Case?
There have been several signs in recent days that the Manhattan district attorney isn’t going to charge Donald Trump.
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EXCLUSIVE

Prosecutors have been sending back documents to people who turned over
information about former President Donald Trump’s business, in perhaps the
starkest sign yet that the Manhattan District Attorney’s investigation into Trump
may be winding down.

According to two people familiar with the situation, witnesses who had turned
over key documents to investigators have suddenly been getting their evidence
back in recent weeks.

Returning evidence is often a sign that an investigation is concluding, and the
news comes one day after The New York Times published a leaked copy of a
resignation letter from a top prosecutor who quit out of frustration that the new
head of the office, District Attorney Alvin Leonard Bragg Jr., seems disinclined to
criminally charge Trump.

In his resignation letter in February, seasoned prosecutor Mark Pomerantz wrote
that Trump had lied on numerous financial statements and “committed crimes,”
but he also said Bragg had “reached the decision not to go forward with the grand
jury presentation and not to seek criminal charges at the present time.”

In response to questions Thursday, the DA’s office sent The Daily Beast a
statement it had already released this week: “The investigation continues. A team
of experienced prosecutors is working every day to follow the facts and the law.
There is nothing we can or should say at this juncture about an ongoing
investigation.”

The DA’s criminal investigation centers on alleged financial crimes at the former
president’s corporate real-estate empire, the Trump Organization. It is the longest
running, publicly known law enforcement effort against the former president and
his family business. The previous district attorney, Cy Vance Jr., started the
investigation and indicted the Trump Organization’s chief financial officer in July.
Vance, however, quit before the case went to trial, and he was replaced by Bragg in
January.

But now that Vance is gone, this historic undertaking—targeting a former U.S.
president for the first time in the nation’s history—appears to be hitting a
roadblock.

It’s been eight months since a grand jury indicted the company and then-CFO
Allen Weisselberg. And yet the high-ranking executive hasn’t shown any signs of
flipping on his boss. Turning him into a state’s witness would be key, given that
the tax fraud investigation is proceeding akin to a mob takedown—with Trump at
the top.

Potential criminal charges—with similar allegations of receiving fringe company
benefits—never actually materialized against chief operating officer Matthew
Calamari Sr. His defense attorney, Nicholas Gravante, has previously stated that
he received indications that his client would not be indicted.

With movement on the case seeming to come to a halt, the two top prosecutors
leading the team abruptly quit last month, with both citing the investigation in
their resignation letters.

Pomerantz, a former federal prosecutor, had come out of retirement to assist with
the investigation. Carey Dunne, the office’s general counsel, was the one who
successfully argued before the Supreme Court that the Manhattan DA’s Office
should be able to seize Trump’s personal taxes—which remain locked away from
the public. In losing them, the office lost two investigators who remained laser
focused on the alleged crimes committed by Trump himself, multiple sources told
The Daily Beast.

“Part of reforming our criminal legal system means holding accountable those
who too often get a pass,” Eliza Orlins, a public defender who ran for Manhattan
DA last year, said on Thursday. “But it’s business as usual at the Manhattan DA’s
office—failure to hold the powerful to account while preying on the most
vulnerable New Yorkers.”

For weeks, lawyers for Trump, his family, and his hereditary business have been
utterly convinced the Manhattan DA would not bring criminal charges against the
ex-president. According to two sources with knowledge of the matter, the leak of
the resignation letter this week caused some gloating and borderline elation
among Trump attorneys, who viewed the leak as further evidence that criminal
charges against Trump wouldn’t be dropping.

“There was some high-fiving,” one of the sources bluntly said.

Conversely, Bragg’s decision to not indict Trump at the moment—detailed in
Pomerantz’s letter—has left several witnesses who helped in the investigation
feeling used and disillusioned.

Jennifer Weisselberg, the ex-wife of the CFO’s son, became a witness in the
investigation when prosecutors compelled her to speak to investigators. She has
publicly detailed how Trump himself signed the checks that prosecutors cited in
their indictment as untaxed corporate benefits to her family that skirted the law.

After emptying a retirement account to pay for lawyers to guide her through this
legal process and a custody battle, she said the decision to not pursue criminal
charges against Trump “lessens my credibility by saying that there really isn't a
case there.”

“When you stand up and speak the truth against really scary people by yourself… I
chose to be brave, and it seems like it was all in vain,” she said. “I feel like it's an
injustice to me.”

Top Prosecutors Leading Manhattan DA’s Trump
Probe Resign
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